
BOATING BEST PRACTICES, RULES & REGULATIONS 
Courtesy of FOCA 

 

BEST PRACTICES 
• When boating, be aware/steer clear/reduce wake for others near you, such as 

swimmers, canoes, kayaks, sailboats, paddleboats, paddleboards, wildlife, etc.  
• SLOW – NO WAKE PLEASE when boating close to the shore (less than 30 metres/ 

approx. 100 feet), or in channels such as ___________ and __________, to prevent 
damage to shorelines, docks/boats and nesting habitat. Remember that you are 
responsible for any damage you cause. Also, remember that there may be people 
swimming and enjoying water activities in these waters.  

• Do - boaters must give way to swimmers and vessels that have less manoeuvrability 
e.g., sails have right of way over canoes which have right of way over motorized boats.  

• Do - respect your neighbours and the environment.   
• Use the ‘BOATER’S CODE’ (included in this Boating Section) as your guideline to safe 

and respectful boating practices  
• Do - take steps to reduce noise 

pollution with watercraft. 
• Do - maintain watercraft and 

motors to reduce contamination 
from fuels, wastewater and other 
hazardous or toxic chemicals. 
Consider decommissioning older-2 
stroke engines in favour of 4-
stroke or E-Tec engines. 

• Do - reduce the chance of 
importing invasive species by 
rinsing your boat whenever you 
trailer it for transport to another 
body of water. Review the poster 
at right, created by FOCA: 

 



Basic Boating Rules & Regulations 
 
Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card  
Since September 15, 2009, all persons operating a pleasure craft in Canada that is fitted with a 
motor require proof of operator competency, regardless of that person's age, the size of the 
pleasure craft, or the size of the motor. The most common proof of competency is the Pleasure 
Craft Operator Card (PCOC). You can get the card by taking a boating safety course in-person 
or online, and passing the test at the end of the course. The PCOC is good for life.  
 
For more, see:  
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-paperwork-paperwork_operatorfaq-2233.htm  
 
You must carry a copy of the PCOC with you whenever operating a powered pleasure craft. 
Visitors from the US who are boating in Canada for up to 45 days, maximum, can have their 
state boat operator credentials accepted as proof of competency in lieu of a PCOC, for example 
a card recognized by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA).  
 
 
Age and Horsepower Restrictions  

Under 12 years of age with no direct 
supervision*  

May operate a boat with up to 7.5 kW (10 hp)  
 

Ages 12 to under 16 with no direct supervision  May operate a boat with up to 30 kW (40 hp)  
 

Under 16 years of age, regardless of 
supervision  

May not operate a personal watercraft  

16 years of age or older No horsepower restrictions  
 

*Direct supervision means a person (16 years of age or older) is in the boat and directly supervising 
the operator. 

REMEMBER: Youth must also carry proof of competency to operate any motorized vessel, 
supervised or not. 
 
 
Speed Limits  
The maximum speed limit is 10km/hr for boats traveling within 30 metres (approximately 
100 feet) of shore.  Even if this limit is not posted, boaters are expected to be aware of it and 
respect the safety of others in narrow waterways. There are 3 exceptions to this:  

1.1. Waterskiing, where the boat follows a trajectory perpendicular to the shore.  
1.2. In rivers that are less than 100 m (approximately 330 feet) in width, or canals or buoyed 

channels. 
1.3. In waters where another speed is prescribed under a schedule to the regulations.  

 
Safety Equipment 
All watercraft must have safety equipment on board; however, the specific equipment depends 
on the type of craft and in some cases whether the operator is wearing a personal flotation 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-paperwork-paperwork_operatorfaq-2233.htm


device (PFD). The following table is taken from the Transport Canada’s “Safe Boating Guide” 
(download the full guide here:  http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-menu-1362.htm). 
Note that Stand-Up Paddleboards, which are not included in this table, must have onboard one 
Canadian approved lifejacket/personal floatation device (PFD), a sound signalling device (i.e. 
whistle on PFD) and a 15m (49.3’) buoyant heaving line (unless wearing a PFD), available for 
immediate use. 
 
Carry Your Documents 
When heading out in your motorized boat, make sure to bring on board: 

• Proof of competency (PCOC)  
• Personal identification   
• Pleasure craft licence1 (for 10hp or more) 

Alcohol Consumption 
The laws for alcohol consumption in pleasure craft or other recreational vehicles are the same 
as those for automobiles in the Province of Ontario. An Ontario boater convicted of operating a 
boat while under the influence of alcohol or drugs may have their driver’s license suspended for 
a minimum of 1 year.  
 
In fact, in Ontario no one can consume alcoholic beverages while a boat is being operated, not 
the operator or the passengers. Transporting of alcohol can only be done if the containers are 
unopened and stored away. Boat passengers may consume alcohol on board a boat in Ontario 
so long as the boat has a permanent toilet, cooking facilities, sleeping facilities and it is 
anchored or docked! 
 
 

RESOURCES 
• Transport Canada – www.tc.gc.ca  

o Go to the Marine section for information on Pleasure Craft licenses, Operator 
Competency programs, and the Safe Boating Guide.   

• Ontario Ministry of Transportation - www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook 
o The Driver’s Handbook covers operation of ATVs, ORVs, and Snowmobiles 

under the Off-road Vehicles section. 
• FOCA’s Boating Safety tips - https://foca.on.ca/safe-boating/  

o this webpage includes links to the OPP’s “Boat Notes,” cold water immersion info, 
and the many online resources of the Canadian Safe Boating Council. 

• Safe Quiet Lakes - http://safequiet.ca/ 

  
 

1 A pleasure craft licence is a document giving your boat a unique licence number that is valid for 10 years. The 
Pleasure Craft Licensing System allows Search and Rescue personnel to access information about your boat 24/7 
and is required for all motorized boats with 10 hp. or more. 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-menu-1362.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook
https://foca.on.ca/safe-boating/
http://safequiet.ca/


BOATER’S CODE – COURTESY “SAFE QUIET LAKES” 
 

 
 



BOATING SAFETY REQUIREMENTS   (COPIED FROM TRANSPORT CANADA’S “SAFE BOATING GUIDE”) 
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